The Council met at 9:20 P.M. on August 13, 1944 , in Great Hall, Tower Court.
The Secretary announced the election of the following nineteen persons to membership in the Society (the address given is that of the member at the time of his application) : The Council adopted the following resolution on the death of Professor David Eugene Smith:
David Eugene Smith, professor emeritus of mathematics at Teachers College in Columbia University, died on 29 July, 1944, aged 84 years. Probably no other member of the Society had as many friends in this country and where he had personally visited in almost every country of the world. His special studies were in the fields of Pedagogy and History of Mathematics, and his attractive personality, coupled with exceptional gifts of facile and interesting exposition, made him an ideal lecturer. The special Library which he accumulated contains books, pamphlets, scores of medals and medallions, and thousands of portraits of mathematicians, as well as thousands of manuscripts and tablets, and it will long be a source for research. He was a prolific and popular writer, and mathematical editor of many encyclopedias. Millions of copies of his books were sold.
The Society is indebted to him for service as a member of the Editorial Committee of its Bulletin, and for the extraordinary development of its Library while Librarian during a period of nineteen years. He was also one of our Vice Presidents. We salute the memory of one with whom contact always left a beautiful memory. Resolved that this minute be spread on the records and that a copy be sent to his family.
President Stone, as Chairman of the War Policy Committee, presented a report on the activities of his Committee as prepared for the Rockefeller Foundation. As announced previously, the Rockefeller Foundation made a grant of $2,500 to the War Policy Committee for its activities during the period August 5, 1943 , to August 1, 1944 . Of this amount, $1,500 has been contributed to the support of the Office of Scientific Personnel in Washington. This Office, which is subsidized by several leading scientific societies, has been of great aid to the mathematicians in a number of problems, including those of deferment. The War Policy Committee now has three subcommittees: Committee on Available Teachers of Collegiate Mathematics; a Subcommittee on War Training Programs; a Subcommittee to advise the Examinations Staff of the United States Armed Forces Institute.
Since the inauguration of the War Policy Committee, the office of the Secretary of the Society has continued its policy of supplying to chairmen of departments of mathematics throughout the country, as quickly as possible, certain information regarding the proper use of mathematicians in the war effort and of regulations from Selective Service affecting the mathematicians. In this connection, nine memoranda have been distributed to some three hundred fifty chairmen of departments of mathematics. It is hoped that the information has helped chairmen in the solution of their personnel problems and As colleges and universities will face the problem, after the war, of the proper credit to be assigned to courses taken under the auspices of the Armed Forces Institute, this subcommittee will perform a vital service to mathematicians in this connection.
The Subcommittee on War Training Programs has prepared careful analyses of the mathematical portions of the various service programs, including the College Training Program (Aircrew) of the Army Air Forces, the Army Specialized Training Program, the Navy College Training Program. Copies of the latter two reports were distributed by the Secretary's office to chairmen of departments of mathematics and a selected list of other interested persons. The Navy Program report contained some specific recommendations which, it is hoped, will be of aid in making certain improvements in the Program.
Titles and cross references to the abstracts of papers read are given below. The papers were read as follows: papers 1-6 in the section for Probability and Statistics, Sunday morning; papers 7-11 in the section for Analysis, Sunday morning; papers 12-16 in the general session, Monday morning; papers 17-22 in the session for Algebra and Applied Mathematics, Monday afternoon; papers 23-27 in the section for Geometry and Topology, Monday afternoon ; and papers 28-77, whose abstract numbers are followed by the letter t, were read
